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, @ debate belween two opposing
. candidates for Congress from
; the 11th Virginla Congressional
" District.
“Early in the day the stage
eame in from the railroad town
“of Clarksburg, 24 miles to the
north. ‘The crowd that gathered
in the front of the Balley House
was somewhat divided in senti-
ment, but called out approval to
two men who alighted {from the
mud-cpvered coach, for “l was
- m season of rains. ‘of the
maen had travelled Ky boat from
the reaches of the Ohio River,

. below the Great Kanawha, and-

‘the other was equally well
known along the lower Monon-
! gsbala,.and the country around
. Barboursville, the then county
“opit of Cabell, Both were tal-
ented lawyers. :
“Afternoon came and the bell
'htheolden-tHouserang A
" huge bell that pealed forth from
the belfry of an old Colonial
Court House, with giant pillara
reaching lo the roof, shiclding
a portico from which the ‘court
crier’ served warning upon
these having business therein.
‘The crowd gathered in groupa
JM to discuse what John S.
Carlile of Clarksburg had or
had not forie, and stir up in-
dividua) arguments as to the
‘stale of the country, Soon the
“own hall’ on:the second floor
'was filled to over{lowing. There
-t Alexander’ Scolt” Withers,
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court- house ever heard such a
masterful presentation of the
subject. He had, two months
earlier, been norninated "as™'a

‘sterling Democrat’ at a.con-

vention beld In Parkersburg, as
a candidate for re-election to the
National Congress. Newspapers
far and Wide had commented
on an address he had made in
Congress, on January 13th, on
‘Foreign Relations,” F. J, Al
fred, edilor of the Weston
lterald, on the following Mon-
day commented that Mr. Laid-

ley was no match for the Hon. .

Albert G. Jenkins in a public
discussion, and oberved that
the ‘Democracy Is delighted
with him." He further ad-
monished all the Democrats to
pull together ‘next ‘Tuesday’
and ‘you will roll ‘up a large
majority for Leicher, Montague,
Tucker and Jenkins. Keep cool,
gentlahen voters, the weather

/ is warm, ice on hand, and ——
don't touch‘ the fighting
whisky." Little did the ‘fighting
editor”-of the Herald, the bitler
enemy of Abraham Lincoln,
know that when he helped roll
up a .vole of 668 for Jenkins,
and 248 for Laidley, that he was
belping make & rational figure,
and that  three years later
Brigadier General Albert Gal-
latin Jenkins, at the head of a
division of the Confederate
Army, would ride Inlo town -and
caplure the same court house.
But such came to pess.”

The campalgn battle ground
onward toward ils climax on
the fourth Tuesday in May, 1859,
Not once did Congressman Jenk-
ins let up in his break-neck pace
down to the wire. Again he re-
turned o the Greenbotlom
homestead at the end of May to
await the slow process of receiv-
ing thereturnsg from theA19

ponent, Mr. Laidiey, is-an hon: .~ -

orablé gentleman -and quite ‘a’

popular man, and we: ‘balleve
made a8 good, a race as ‘any
other man ol his “party. could
have done.”

As m 1857, Jenkins carried
13 out of 19 counlies, but he

nearly doubled his 1857 major- :

ity in racking up a victory by

9,008 to 7230,

His margin in- Cabell County
alipped from 113 down to 78,
perhaps attributable to the fact
that he concentrated his time

in the upper’ portion of the dis-
trict.

The official returns from the
1859 electlon revealed the follow-
Ing vesults in Virginia's 1ith
Congressional District:

~County Jenkins Laidley
Barbour B804 353
Braxton 269 22
Cabell 518 442
Calthoun 259 95
Doddridge ot 87
Gilmer 303 125
Harrison 1nas ™
Jackson 4“4 4n
Kanawha 417 1191
Lewis 671 264
Putnam 409 an




